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Dent C of E School Newsletter 

Telephone 015396 25259 

Headteacher: Mrs Nicky Edwards 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Kate Cairns 

 

Welcome from Nicky Edwards 
Welcome to this bumper edition of the Fountain.  I hope that the weather is kind to us 

here in Dent over the next few days,  as you are going to need to sit in the garden 

(armed with a long, refreshing drink) and take your time to read all about Dent’s   

amazing children and their achievements.  Don’t forget your sun cream, you’ll be there 

for some time! 

 The sheer variety of the articles inside shows what an exciting, creative and             

challenging curriculum the staff have designed so that the children’s learning and     

curiosity can blossom!  The residential trip and the visit to Liverpool’s Cathedrals were 

designed to focus on personal, social and spiritual development, whilst activities like the 

Big Sing and our clog dancing extravaganza encouraged that all important creative 

development and  a feeling of belonging to a wider community.  Our after-school 

clubs continue to thrive, and whilst the children have fun and develop a wealth of skills, 

the biggest gain is always in self-belief and new found personal confidence. The focus 

on developing IT skills - through the use of IPads, Go pros, Beebots and robots has been 

vital as we are preparing the children to use information technology seamlessly and 

prepare them for world where the IT they will be using has not evolved yet!  

 Achievement in school is at an all-time high, as is the behaviour and engagement of 

the children. When the Church of England inspection took place in March they noticed 

it too! 

“ Pupils are happy and enquiring learners who confidently ask questions. They feel safe 

and secure. They know that their teachers know and respect them as individuals,       

regardless of their ability or personal circumstances. As a result, children are prepared 

to persevere and take risks in their learning and achieve extremely well.”   

The Governors too were congratulated for actively supporting the school’s                  

development as it strives to embed excellence across every aspect of school life   

So many of these wonderful activities have been paid for by the Friends of Dent and 

the Dentdale Run Committee – the learning would look threadbare in comparison if we 

did not have their invaluable support and commitment.  It was evident to the             

inspectors that …“The whole community is passionate about retaining the school’s 

unique character and place within the local remote setting.”     

As I sit in my garden over the next few days (armed with a long, refreshing drink), I will 

raise my glass not only to the Governors and the staff but to each and every one of you 

in the wonderful community of Dent!  
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The Fountain 

Summer 2015 



An Update from the Governors 
Dear Parents /Carers, 

The school year is coming to an end and we all look forward to a break.  This has been 

a very busy year for all who contribute to educating pupils and keeping the school    

running. We were very pleased to welcome Mr Prescott to the school in   September.  It 

was in at the deep end for him as within his year he has had to face two inspections – 

one after only 3 weeks!  Ofsted came first and then SIAMS (the Church of England       

inspection).  Ofsted judged the school as good, and the Church of England Inspector 

judged us as outstanding.  When the inspections were out of the way the school’s      

normal work continued because everyone who works with (and in) the school wants our 

children to have the very best opportunities in their primary years.  

 The governors continue to monitor the areas of finance, education and the   

overall running of the school. Mrs Edwards reports to the governing body regularly on 

how pupils are progressing in their learning and all the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2  

children have met their targets or exceeded them.  The children have had many new 

experiences this year, and while I was in school recently I met Howard Crook who has 

been making films with the children this term. Lots of areas of learning have been linked 

to this activity which is just one of the many exciting ways of learning the children have 

experienced.    

 As the local authority contracts, new ways of supporting schools are being        

developed. The school is now part of the Cumbria Alliance of System Leaders which 

brings the local authority together with leaders of schools and multi agency services   

involved with children in Cumbria. Dent Primary School is part of this group and this will 

help us to  overcome our geographical isolation by working with others on a regular   

basis. 

 The governors would like to thank Mrs Edwards and the staff for their unstinting   

efforts on behalf of the children and all the people both in and outside the school who 

make this a happy place to learn.  We hope you all have a good break.  

 

Best wishes  

Kate Cairns, Chair of Governors 

Page 2 

Our children achieve high academic standards and success in learning 

Egg Rolling 
On the last day of the Spring Term the whole 

school went out onto the field by the car park 

for their traditional egg rolling. Everyone was  

excited to see that Mrs P had returned to lead 

the event. After the first throw Isaac Clayton in 

Year One was in the lead, his egg had gone 

whizzing right past Mrs P down the slope! By 

lunch time there were still a few children whose 

eggs hadn’t smashed.  We have some very   

experienced egg rollers in school! 

 

Athletics Review 

On Wednesday 14th June Dent travelled to Casterton for an athletics meet against 3 

other schools. This was a great opportunity for the pupils to put into practise the skills 

they had learnt at athletics club. Everyone took part in 3 events and then finished 

with a relay race. All Class 2 were involved except for our Under 9 Tennis Squad who 

had travelled up to Carlisle for the School Games. 

Notable performances of the day were from Amber and Lia, who made it through 

the 50 metre heats and into the final, where they finished 3rd and 4th respectively. 

Millie also qualified for the 150 metre final coming 5th. In the High Jump, Edward did         

extremely well and managed to win the Under 9 competition, with Charlie coming 

3rd in the under 11 competition. Beatrice came 2nd in the Long jump, whilst Rosie and 

Aaron also came 2nd in the Medicine Ball event. Then in a packed 800m,   Rhiannon 

managed 3rd place and Charlie 4th in the Boys event. Lastly our Under 9 girls relay 

team came in 3rd place.  Well done to all the competitors on the day. 

Mrs Moss 
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Our children develop healthily in mind, body and spirit 

 

 

 
 

 

            Summer Reminders 

 
Remember the Summer Reading Challenge 

 

 Get involved in the Summer Reading 

 Challenge at the  Reading Room.   

 Read 6 books and get the gold award! 

 

 Class 1: 

        Remember to write your Summer Diary for the  

         competition. 

 

 

 Class 2: 

 You can choose to either,  

          1) Make a film 

          2) Write a story 

          3) Write a Summer Diary 
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Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 

Athletics Vs Sedbergh Prep, Sedbergh  

Primary and St Mary’s 
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Dentdale Run 

This year’s Dentdale Run (on Saturday 14th 

March) saw another bumper field with 

over 500 runners lining up for the start.   

This annual event follows a 14.2 mile circuit 

around the lanes of Dentdale and raises 

much needed funds for our School.  Once 

again, the weather was extremely kind this 

year, with bright blue skies and sunshine; in fact some runners commented that it was 

near perfect running conditions! 

The runners started to come home, just over an hour later, with last year’s winner,     

Simon Deakin,  the overall winner in 1.18.34.  The first lady home was Joasia Zakrewski 

in 1.29.17.  The first local man was Ross Sedgwick in 1.58.07 and the first local lady was 

Fiona Raw in 2.12.29, both of whom attended Dent CE Primary School.  The full results 

can be found at www.dentdalerun.com  

 

The committee would like to express its thanks to everyone who helped, supported, 

donated, sponsored, organised, ran and generally made this year the best Dentdale 

Run in a long time.  All in all it was a fantastic day and once again we expect to 

make a large donation of £5,000 to the school very soon. 

Our children make a positive contribution as citizens of the wider world 

 

 

Easter Egg  

Competition 

 

 
Every year at Easter, the school has a decorate an egg competition. Mrs Corpe 

was invited to judge the competition which was a pretty tough task, as usual we 

had some wonderful, imaginative entries. 

Easter Egg Prizes were awarded to:- 

Reception - George Smith and Emily Cash 

Year 1 and 2 – Elsa Rainford 

Year 3 – Isla Gordon 

Year 4 – Cameron Milburn 

Year 5 and 6 – Rhiannon Winder 

 

The overall winner was Annie Rainford’s model of Mr 

Prescott paddling on Lake  

Windermere in his canoe!   

http://www.dentdalerun.com


Page 4 Page 4 

Our children have an insight into Christian, religious and moral values 

 Liverpool Cathedral Visit 
      

This year both classes have been learning about places of worship in RE, so we       

decided to take a trip to Liverpool to visit the two fantastic cathedrals there.  

Class 1 had been learning about towns and cities, so it was it was a brilliant             

opportunity to experience somewhere very different to Dent and to broaden our   

understanding of the world! We went to the museum and looked at all sorts of        

exciting things.   

 

Meanwhile, Class 2 visited the Walker Art Gallery with their sketch books before we all 

headed to the Anglican Cathedral together.  At the Cathedral Class 2 were given a 

guided tour whilst Class 1 set off to find all the exciting animals in the building’s        

architecture, and then we visited the children’s chapel together for a short time of 

reflection. Next we headed the Metropolitan   Cathedral to experience a different 

but equally awe-inspiring environment.  

 

The visit was a superb opportunity for the children to see some incredible places of 

worship and to reflect in the tranquil spaces they provide. All of the children          

produced some fantastic follow-up writing which described their experiences and 

demonstrated how the trip had developed their understanding in RE. 
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Our children make a positive contribution as citizens of the wider world 

Goodbye to Year 6 
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Our children achieve high academic standards and success in learning 

Year 6 Leavers Art Project 
 

Once again, the Year 6’s have been given the task of creating a gift for the school  

using the skills and expertise of our talented Rosie James.  After countless hours of         

research, experiments, special trips out, sketching and discussions, Ted and Millie finally 

came up with a plan.  All will be revealed on Wednesday 15th July at their          

presentation 
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Our children have an understanding and appreciation of the religions and beliefs of others 
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 Our children develop healthily in mind, body and spirit 

      Outdoor Learning Reception & KS1 

The younger children very much     

enjoy playing in the sandpit or the 

garden soil at the moment. Their     

favourite thing is to add water to the 

sand or soil (the messier the better)! 

They are developing their vocabulary 

as they describe the textures and   

also their knowledge of the world. 

They have made erupting volcanoes 

in the sand and waterfalls and    

muddy floods in the soil! Using the  

Duplo train track, George built a    

diversion with a bridge to get around 

the muddy flood. 

We’ve had 

some  

lovely days 

for learning 

outdoors 

this year. 

During a 

cold spell 

the        

children in 

Class One 

made ice 

mobiles which looked beautiful hanging up, with the sun shining through them.  They 

studied snowdrops closely and then carefully removed the petals and made some 

wonderful patterns or pictures with them.  They have watched the leaf buds            

beginning to burst on the 

bare branches of trees and 

learnt the names of some 

of the flowers growing on 

the field. It’s harder to  

identify the birds because 

they keep moving but the 

children can identify some 

of them from photographs. 
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 Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 

 District Cross Country Trials 

On Wednesday 7th January, Dent C.E. Primary School set out on the Casterton 

Prep School Cross-Country Race. This included around a 100 other students in 

each race. The weather was good for ducks (It was terrible!) The race went well 

for the girls, weather fair and running was great. In 29th position, our top runner 

was Rhiannon, and not far behind, Millie in 66th place, Beatrice was next, coming 

in at 79th place, and placed in position 83rd was Emily then,  only two  places    

behind Emily was our youngest runner, Annie in 85th. 

Then it was the turn for the boys’ race. As the race started, so did the wind and 

the rain, it absolutely poured down and this carried on throughout the race.  In 

79th place, our top runner was Mikey, ten places behind was Edward; next came 

Ryan in 96th, with Charlie right behind. Joe was 114th, again one place behind 

was Arnold closely followed by Ted in 118th. Unfortunately Cameron wasn’t able 

to finish, due to falling in the rush for the first gate.  

By Ted Hodgson 

Tag Rugby 

On a very wet, and windy day In May. Dent’s tag rugby team travelled to Kirkby  

Lonsdale Rugby Club to participate in the annual South Lakes Tournament. 

There were 20 teams involved. We had three matches against, Stavely, 

Milnthorpe and St Mary’s. Our first game against Stavely was closely fought with 

some excellent play on both sides and we were unlucky to lose 5 tries to 6.     

Our next match against Milnthorpe saw us start slowly and go down 3-0,       

however we woke up and were  coming back strongly but ran out of time and 

lost 6-4.   In our final game was much more organised and played well to win 7-

5.  It was good to stay and watch the final where we saw Stavely play well to    

qualify for the Cumbrian tournament as this showed us how well we had played. 

Mrs Moss 
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 Our children take responsibility for their own actions and learning pathways 

 

 

Football Tournament 
Some of Settlebeck’s Year 11 pupils had taken part in a football course and to 

finish they organised a small tournament. We took along two Under 10 teams to 

play. The Settlebeck pupils organised the warm ups, refereed the matches and 

helped to coach. 

Both teams had 4 games each and even had to play each other. It was great to 

see the improvement in their skills and game awareness as the tournament went 

on. Results for the games were close and both teams experienced wins, losses 

and for one team a draw. 

Well done to all the pupils 

that took part. 

Mrs Moss 

 African Drumming, Masks, Music and Dance 
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Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 

In keeping with our global learning 

theme the children in Dent have 

had a workshop with African 

Drummers this term.  They got the          

opportunity to make fabulous   

music together to dance and sing. 

 

Following this occasion the        

children used the singing and the 

dancing to inspire their Easter      

performance in Church.  Linked to 

this experience they studied the 

work of the African artist Romuald 

Hazoume, born in  Porto Novo,    

Benin in 1962.  He first became known in the 1980’s for making masks from discarded    

plastic containers.  The children were inspired and went on to make their own        

interpretations. 
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Our children achieve high academic standards and success in learning 

K’Nex Day 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 On Friday the 12th of June 2015 KS2 had 

a visitor. Her name was Jo from STEM 

Cumbria. She came in to help us        

experience K’Nex. We could either 

build a swing bridge or a vertical lifting 

bridge. There were 6 groups of 3 or 4 

people.  Four groups did the vertical lift-

ing bridge and 2 groups did the swing 

bridge. We all persevered! A lot of us 

found it pretty hard [including us]! Ryan 

gave up but luckily his team mates 

Cameron, Rhiannon and Joe helped 

him come back to finish the task, PHEW! 

We all completed our challenge and 

made a bridge that actually worked! 

We then showed Jo. She was delighted 

with us. After that we filled in a review 

sheet, asking the children some      

questions from our group, took photos 

of our bridge and videos of the lifting or 

swinging mechanism.  In the end we all 

managed to complete everything  

however, it was a terrifying challenge 

and more difficult than you will ever   

imagine! 

By Annie and Aaron 
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Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 

 

 

 

 

Biathlon 

16 children enjoyed swimming and running at the Sedbergh/ 

Casterton annual biathlon. 

Dent playing tennis for South Lakes 

 
Annie, Isla, Mikey and Elliot won the South Lake’s small schools competition and  

qualified to represent the South lakes at Tennis in the Cumbria Games finals in May. 

By the end of the morning we had come a credible 3rd in our group and 6th overall 

in the county championships, 48 teams played in total.  All four behaved                  

impeccably, showing excellent sporting attitudes with near perfect performances 

from Mikey and Elliot.  Isla and Annie dug deep and persevered through some tense, 

close matches. 



Page 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our children are responsible for their own actions and learning pathways 

Dear Cumbria County Council, 

 

  I am writing to complain about the dreadful letter you sent me today. We strongly disa-

gree about are children going to school on a Saturday morning because they are lack-

ing concentration. We do not want our children to be trapped in a hot, sweaty class 

room, while they could be spending time with their family. 

   

We are horrified that you think we are going to drive are children to school on a Saturday 

morning. They come back from school tired and hungry and excited for the free day 

ahead, and you’re telling us to send our children to school for extra hours even though I 

think my child’s work is perfectly fine. 

 

We think that you should change your decision and let are children stay off on a Satur-

day. The locals think that it is a terrible idea to send our children to school for extra hours. 

We think you should change this quickly; we don’t want are children to be trapped in-

side when it’s sunny outside. 

 

This was very alarming to our children; they were very upset when they found out this. We 

can’t think of anything else to say but we are disappointed. 

Yours in anger, 

 Miss Rhiannon Winder          

Dear Cumbria County Council, 

  I am writing to complain about the recent announcement of making the local primary 

school children go to school on Saturday mornings due to dropping education  

standards. It is obvious that all the local families will agree with me that it is an absolute 

disgrace! Would a responsible adult do such an outrageous thing?  

  The local families all agree that school on Saturday mornings is a terrible idea because 

the children could be spending quality time with their families instead of sitting in a hot, 

stuffy classroom. Our children come home tired on a Friday night looking forward to the 

weekend ahead and bonding more and more with their families and you are ordering us 

to send our children to school on a Saturday mornings! It is a totally preposterous idea! 

  About one in five families agree that it is a brilliant idea for children to go to school on 

Saturday mornings for a number of different reasons. Firstly because parents think their 

children need to get smarter, and secondly because the parents want their children out 

of the way for a while so they can get jobs done at home or go shopping or something 

around that area. 

  Over all the local families think the idea of school on Saturday mornings a disgusting 

idea. I am sure all the local children work as hard as they possibly can and that is all you 

can ask for isn’t it? You are making a definite mistake and I desperately hope you 

change your mind about this loathsome idea. 

Yours angrily, 

Miss Beatrice Deighton 

Fictitious letters of complaint from Key Stage 2 
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 Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 
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Bee-Bots 

Jo from STEM Cumbria visited us again to deliver a brilliant session on Bee-Bots. This 

incredibly exciting introduction to programming and computing was fun for Class 1 

and a great opportunity to get some expert advice on controlling our little robot 

friends! We enjoyed a fun session attempting a range of challenges and creating 

our own Bee-Bot game on the interactive whiteboard.  The very next day the        

reception children decided to create their own Bee-Bot mats based on our current 

literacy book, The Snail & The Whale. 

 
 

Our children acquire knowledge, skills and attitudes  

relevant to the changing world in which we live 
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Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Gardening Club 

Every Tuesday at school some children go to a club called Gardening Club. We 

grow lots of different plants;  rhubarb, rocket, broccoli, brussels sprouts, potatoes,    

lettuce ,  onions , flowers , strawberries ,  carrots and peas. However our favourite  

activity is digging and finding worms. Some of us like getting muddy.  

When we grew the rhubarb we picked it and made a rhubarb crumble. The photo 

shows us eating it out in the garden.  IT WAS VERY YUMMY! We can also bring some 

of the food home sometimes. As well as growing vegetables we are growing wild 

flowers.  We sprinkled wild flower seeds  on a patch of  soil.  

New Starters  

We are delighted to welcome six 

children into Reception in          

September 2015.  All the children 

have been in school many times 

over the Summer term and have 

already bonded with their future 

classmates. 

 

Pictured top to bottom , left to 

right:  

 

 Will Hartley,  

 Alice Brown, 

 Luke Lewis,  

 Bella Woof,  

 John-Lucas  Stainton  

 Hazel Wilkinson 
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Year 3 and 4 wrote some superb stories using “Lets Pets” and 

photography to inspire their writing. 

Our children achieve high academic standards and success in learning 
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 Our children develop healthily in mind, body and spirit 

Choral Workshop 

On Thursday 12th March all of KS2 went to Casterton, Sedbergh Preparatory 

School to participate in a choral extravaganza, along with 3 other schools. It was 

a very long day but enjoyed by all, we sung different songs and practised these 

throughout the day. The children learnt songs from different countries.  Parents 

were able to come and watch a performance from 4pm.  Dent were then       

invited back to Casterton for a Big Sing Event in June where they performed with 

8 other primary schools.  The event, organised  by Anastacia Micklethwaite, was 

a huge success and has taken the singing to new levels of excellence. 

  

Dent Cricket Match 

On Monday 8th  June yrs 5 and 6 (+ Mikey & Elliot) attended a primary school 

cricket tournament  at Netherfield Cricket Club, in Kendal.  The weather was so 

good the ducks would have been in tears! The rules in kwik cricket are as          

follow: Each pair bats for two overs, 

 A wicket or a catch is minus five,  

 A bowl with two or more bounces or a bowl above the waist is called a     

no-ball and is plus two to the other team along with a wide, 

 If it rolls or bounces over the boundary it is a plus 4, however, if it goes over 

the boundary without rolling or bouncing it is a plus 6. 

Our first match was against Hawkshead, an all boys team. It was our first ever 

cricket match and we lost 214 to 269. In this game Ted and  Millie both bowled a 

wicket! Our best batting pair for this game was Arnold and Ryan, although 

Rhiannon also batted a 4. In our second game we were playing against Storth, 

where we played very well and lost only 228 to 236. Elliot and Ted made a catch 

and Beatrice and Ted bowled a wicket, Rhiannon also bowled six dot balls (the 

batter didn’t manage to score any runs). The best 

scoring pair was Emily and Joe with an impressive 25 

runs ( a six, two fours, a six from a no-ball, equalling 

eight, plus their individual runs and wide balls). Elliot 

and Mikey batted well as a pair unfortunately they 

were caught four times, subtracting a whole 20 points 

from our total score.  

                                            By Ted & Millie 
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Our children take on responsibility for their own actions and  

learning pathways, making informed choices 

Residential 

This term our Key Stage 2 pupils attended a residential visit to Rydal Hall.  The trip  

always has a strong focus on personal development but the experience and the 

photographs were particularly useful in teaching the children to use persuasive   

writing in literacy.  Class 2 thoroughly enjoyed creating posters to advertise an     

outdoor experience.  The quality of the writing is stunning! 

Ted couldn't resist a few Selfies 

on his long awaited  trip! 
Aaron “Land Ahoy!” Ghyll scrambling was fun 
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  Our children acquire skills, knowledge and attitudes relevant to the  

changing world in which they live 

By Ella Lewis 

By Ellie– Ann Stainford 

By Zara Gornall 
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Lakes Aquarium Trip 
 

This term we went on a trip to the Lakes Aquarium in Newby Bridge, as we have 

been learning about living things and looking at creatures that live in the water 

through our literacy book, The Snail & The Whale.  

We caught the steam train from Haverthwaite and had a chance to explore the 

sheds there too. We were lucky enough to have a brilliant guided tour and           

encountered a wide variety of exciting animals.  

After our fascinating tour of the aquarium we headed across the lake on the Tern, 

which we all enjoyed a great deal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our children develop healthily in mind, body and spirit 

By Elsa Rainford 
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 Our children develop healthily in mind, body and spirit 

Residential 

During the evenings the children wrote their diaries and enjoyed playing new 

board games. 
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 Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners 

 

Eva in a tiny gap! 

Millie rocking a new hairdo...chic! 

Joe eating campfire food 

Follow the leader 

Too cool , Rhiannon, Ted,  

Ryan and Charlie! 

The campfire, toasted 

mallows and baked 

bananas ...yum!! 
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 Our children achieve high academic standards and success in learning 
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Key Stage 1 Art with Rosie James 
 

As part of their topic on homes the children from Reception up to Y3 drew large  

pictures of their own homes with charcoal. These pictures were so large they had to 

work on the floor in the hall! 

They all had a go at making a building using clay.  The first step was to make all the 

clay bricks and fix them together using something called a clay slip, it was a bit like 

using cement on real bricks! Together they made a brilliant model village, complete 

with cobbled street, river with waterfall, a bridge, some trees and distant hills. It was 

a rewarding joint project for children and staff alike. 

Rosie has introduced the children to colour mixing which has been very useful when 

doing observational drawings of flowers, fruit, vegetables and landscapes. 

We have been studying the artist David Hockney and went outside to draw some 

landscape pictures. The children also got the chance to use the paint programme 

on the i-Pad which is the same one that David Hockney uses in his work. 

 

Our children are energetic and enthusiastic learners who  

apply themselves to tasks with independence  
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Our children achieve high academic standards and success in learning 
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Our children develop healthily in mind, body and spirit 
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 Our children make a positive contribution as citizens of the wider world 

      Felt Making 

On Monday 6th July all the children had the opportunity to work with 

two professional artists, Donna and Emily. They made dragon scales to 

decorate a dragon, to celebrate the Chinese Year of the Sheep in 

preparation for Sheepfest (which is taking place in September 2015). 

The dragon scales were made out of felt and tissue paper.  

Lego Club 

 
Lego and K’Nex club has been very 

popular this term with a record   

number of pupils attending. There 

are now twenty children, from        

Reception to Year Six, that’s nearly 

two thirds of the school! Their models 

are proudly placed on display in the 

corridor each week. 


